Rheumatoid Arthritis – Plain Film Findings in Hands and Wrists

Hallmarks: 
· Marginal Erosions (radial side of MCP Joints – 30% pts at Dx and 70% of pts 3yrs after Dx) 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Soft Tissue Swelling (don’t forget to evaluate soft tissues on your plain films!)
· Osteoporosis (typically “juxataarticular” initially) 
· Join Space Narrowing (symmetric distribution) 

[image: https://prod-images-static.radiopaedia.org/images/32161/dd9f125ed61b0524efc35c13421116_big_gallery.jpg][image: https://prod-images-static.radiopaedia.org/images/49954626/7055c67c76ea21df3e78976ecfe1c2_gallery.jpeg]Hands: 
· PIPs
· MCPs
· Ulnar styloid 
· Triquetrum 
· SPARES THE DIPs

Late Findings: 
· Subluxation with Ulnar Deviation 
· Subchondral cyst formation 
· Pencil-in-cup deformity 
· Hichhiker’s thumb deformity 
· Carpal instability 
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